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My message I want to share 
about this experience is that 
you’ll never be fully ready to 

start something; you just 
have to get going. 

- Gavin Calow, page 9
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Rooted in the Upper Ottawa Valley since 1945
THE

Plan for 
reactor 
in three 
years?

BY TERRY MYERS 
 

Atomic Energy of Canada Ltd 
says that, working with partners, it 
will be ready to present a plan for 
a new research reactor by 2029. 

There’s no guarantee, however, 
that a new reactor will be built at 
Chalk River, or even be managed 
by Canadian Nuclear Laborato-
ries. 

In its latest five-year corporate 
plan summary, posted last week 
on the AECL website, the com-
pany says it has “already con-
ducted exploratory analysis which 
confirmed that there is a case for 
consideration of a research reac-
tor.” 

Factors driving the case include 
Canada’s “existing reliance on for-
eign reactors” since the shutdown 
of the National Research Univer-
sal reactor (NRU) at Chalk River 
in 2018, and “the high cost and 
complicated logistics of doing so.” 
 

> CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

The Deep River Karate Club was just one of many groups taking part in activities and 
demonstrations at the community carnival Saturday celebrating the 80th anniver-
sary of the Deep River Community Church. Events included live music, a petting zoo, 
a craft fair and silent auction, games, barbecue and displays by community clubs and 
organizations.
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PLEASE RECYCLE

Reactor plan 
 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
 

Factors also include the “potential for 
isotope production, and the related na-
tional security and sovereignty consider-
ations associated with this dependency 
on foreign research facilities.” 

AECL says that research reactors have 
applications “beyond nuclear energy.” 

“For example, a domestic research re-
actor could also enable neutron beam 
materials research, an area that has sig-
nificantly improved scientific under-
standing in condensed matter physics 
and chemistry, nanotechnology, polymer 
science, life science, sustainable energy 
research, sensors and smart materials, 
biotechnology, engineering and archaeol-
ogy.” 

In addition, the company says, a re-
search reactor could “enhance Canada’s 
capacity in isotope research and sci-
ence.” 

“On the skilled workforce side, re-
search reactors are crucial for developing 
the next generation of nuclear operators, 
scientists and technologists. 

“From engineering, to agriculture, and 
from medicine to education, the case for 
a new research reactor is coming to-
gether.” 
 

BUSINESS CASE 
 

As a result, AECL and CNL have been 
working with the “Canadian nuclear 
ecosystem,” including utilities, universi-
ties, other federal departments and agen-
cies, and provinces, to develop a 
“detailed business case on the feasibility 
for a domestic multi-purpose high-flux 
reactor.” 

The company says that as part of a 
“pan-Canadian multipurpose research re-
actor initiative,” an alliance between 
AECL, CNL, NRCan and McMaster 
University, a “pan-Canadian business 
case is being explored” with nuclear 
stakeholders through joint projects. 

“It is planned that within three years 
from now, AECL and its partners will be 
in a position to provide a detailed, well-
reasoned and costed proposal for re-
search reactor development in Canada.” 

The company says that development 
“could take many forms and have one or 
more hosts, among the many interested 

parties.” 
“The key point here is taking a pan-

Canadian perspective and ultimately de-
veloping a solution that meets Canada’s 
needs.” 

NRU shut down for the final time on 
March 31, 2018 after more than 60 years 
of service as Canada’s primary research 
reactor, as well as generating radioiso-
topes used in the treatment and diagnosis 
of millions of people around the world. 

There were plans in the late 1990s to 
replace NRU with a $500 million reactor 
called the Canadian Neutron Facility 
(CNF). 

Former Industry Minister John Manley 
told the NRT in the year 2000 that the 
CNF had been “approved in principle” if 
the right source of funding could be 
found, but ultimately plans for the facil-
ity ground to a halt. 
 

NEW SCIENCE INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

While a new reactor is still on the hori-
zon, AECL notes that investment in nu-
clear innovation continues. 

Funding for work under the Federal 
Nuclear Science and Technology (FNST) 
work plan is expected to ramp up over 
the next five years, from $102 million 
this year to $142 million a year by 2030-
31. 

Combined with commercial revenues, 
total investment in science and technol-
ogy work is expected to total $993 mil-
lion over the five-year plan. 

Meanwhile, the company expects to 
see a further $1.3 billion over the next 
five years in capital investment in the 

Chalk River Laboratories. 
AECL says the company’s capital plan 

is intended to address “two main areas of 
focus, new science infrastructure and ex-
isting site infrastructure.” 

“New science infrastructure is aligned 
with AECL and CNL’s long-term plans 
which aim to build a modern, world-
class nuclear science and technology 
campus that serves the needs of govern-
ment and industry.  

“Existing site infrastructure requires 
funding to support aging infrastructure 
systems and facilities at the Chalk River 
site, such as potable water, storm sewer, 
sewage treatment, electrical system, and 
other utilities...  

“The new and increased funding pro-
vided, starting in 2025, will serve to ad-
dress the immediate needs at the Chalk 
River site, including the completion of 
the ANMRC (Advanced Nuclear Materi-
als Research Centre), and addressing 
areas where there are high risks of fail-
ure.”  

“With continued investment in infra-
structure, technology advancement, and 
strategic partnerships,” the company 
says, “AECL is not only well-positioned 
to enable leading-edge technological de-
velopment by leveraging international 
collaboration, but also support Canada’s 
climate change objectives, support the 
establishment of a solid supply chain for 
future nuclear builds (both small and 
large), and sustain the safe operation and 
potential expansion of the CANDU reac-
tor fleet to meet the country’s increasing 
electricity demands.” 

“From engineering, to agriculture, and from medicine to education, 
the case for a new research reactor is coming together.”
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Store Hours: 
Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5pm 
Saturday 10am - 4pm 
Sunday: Closed  

3435A Petawawa Blvd, Petawawa   
613-687-5574  

Toll Free 1-877-252-5414 
henrys.sales@live.ca

HENRYSFURNITURE.CA
Furniture • Appliances • Sleep Shop

MASSIVE FURNITURE  

SAVINGS  
E V E N T   

ON NOW!!

 20 - 30 - 50%
off

Special Credit Terms available for this event!

ONE-OF-A-KIND ITEMS. HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTION!

REAL CANADIAN      FURNITURE LIVES HERE!!

MASSIVE FURNITURE 

SAVINGS  
E V E N T   

ON NOW!!
Henry’s Furniture, Petawawa, Has received 
sHiPments oF toP canadian made Furniture 

direct From tHe toronto Furniture sHow at 
toronto international centre.



BY VANCE GUTZMAN 
 

Deep River council had a legal opinion on its side 
last week with regard to the town’s draft policy deal-
ing with code of conduct and conflict of interest com-
plaints. 

Lawyers were on hand as council debated what’s 
known as the “frivolous, vexatious or unreasonable 
requests” policy. 

Council kick-started development of the policy in 
2024, following a report the town has spent an esti-
mated $325,000 responding to things like integrity 
commissioner complaints and freedom of information 
requests over the past 10 years. 

But the draft policy was put on hold last fall after 
provincial legislation was introduced which included 
significant changes to things like municipal codes of 
conduct and the process around integrity commis-
sioners. 

A report on last week’s council agenda stated that a 
review of the provincial legislation shows that, while 
it does impact the town’s code of conduct bylaw, the 
changes by the province don’t help municipalities in 
mitigating frivolous, vexatious, and unreasonable 
complaints. 

The draft policy notes that “there are no set criteria 
for deciding whether conduct is frivolous, vexatious 
or unreasonable.” 

“Consideration is given to whether there is a pat-

tern of conduct, without proper or justified cause, 
likely to cause distress, disruption, or irritation, and / 
or undue strain on town resources.” 

In general, it says, a “frivolous, vexatious, or unrea-
sonable request or complaint is one that is petty, silly, 
insignificant, a waste of time, or completely without 
factual or legal basis.” 

The policy also sets out a clear and consistent 
process for handling those type of requests, along 
with associated mitigating actions. 

It would also implement a $350 application fee for 
code of conduct and conflict of interest complaints. 

Fifty percent of that fee would be reimbursed if the 
complaint is found to have partial merit, and the fee 
would be fully reimbursed for a finding of full merit.  

If no violation is found, the complainant would 
have to forfeit their entire filing fee. 
 

STRAIN AND PRESSURE 
 

Nelligan Law has been working with the town to 
develop the policy and Tracy Lyle, a partner with that 
firm spoke to the intent of the policy. 

“What it is intending to do is provide how requests 
and complaints may be identified as frivolous, vexa-
tious and unreasonable, and outlines administrative 
steps that you as a municipality can take to manage 
those situations,” she told council. 

“Ultimately, at the end of the day, we’re going to 
have to wait to see what requests come in and the ex-
tent to which a policy like this can reduce the strain 
and pressure on your resources and provide informa-
tion about the kinds of requests you’re getting, and 
how you can manage those, for better or for worse.” 

Reeve Glenn Doncaster weighed in on the matter, 
expressing concern over recent provincial legislation 

which brings in a standardized code of conduct for 
council members and states that a member of council 
can be removed from council with a unanimous vote 
of other council members. 

“I know you don’t have crystal balls, but I suspect 
that would be challenged pretty quickly if someone 
tries to apply that,” he told Lyle. 

“I’ll tell you right now that will never happen in 
Deep River if I’m sitting at this table, because I will 
never vote to remove a democratically-elected mem-
ber of the town. Not going to happen. 

“The community put that person in this place. I 
don’t have to agree with everyone, but that’s not our 
place, and so it will never happen if I’m sitting here 
because I will never vote for that.” 
 

CIRCUMSTANCES 
 

The reeve went on to ask Lyle if she felt it would 
ever hold up in court.  

“Just generally speaking, we’re not talking about a 
specific circumstance, so obviously the province gets 
its legal advice when it implements certain legisla-
tion, but I’ll give you the typical lawyer’s answer 
which is it’s going to depend,” Lyle responded. 

“It’s going to depend on the circumstances. It’s 
going to depend on what the circumstances are that 
are triggering a vote. It’s going to depend on that the 
conduct is, and it’s going to depend on a lot of 
things.” 

Councillor Terry Myers, meanwhile, said he sup-
ports the draft policy, and for a number of reasons. 

“I get that the optics of this are bad, and people will 
say the town is trying to stop people from complain-
ing and things like that,” he said. 

> CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 
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FIND IT HEREFIND IT HERE

Deep River

Canadian Tire
33277 Hwy 17 | 613-584-3337

Dad will love it!
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Happy Father’s Day!

Council gets legal opinion on “vexatious” bylaw
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1406 Pembroke St W         613-735-1717       sales@petawawa.toyota.ca         petawawa-toyota.com

all in pricing  
*plus licence and taxes

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

$41,904*     2022 Toyota RAV4 
Hybrid XSE

26-173A

$35,904*    2025 Toyota Corolla 
Cross LE

26-273A

$56,904*   2024 Toyota Tundra 
TRD OFF ROAD

P3038-A

$54,904*  2022 Toyota 4Runner 
Limited

P3057

$25,904*     2019 Toyota C-HR

26-249A

$34,904*     2022 Toyota RAV4 
Hybrid LE

26-276A

$29,904*     2019 Toyota RAV4 
XLE

26-239A

$41,904*     2023 Toyota RAV4 
LIMITED

P3046

$38,904*     2023 Toyota RAV4 
XLE

26-250A

$59,904*       2022 Ford F-150 
XL

26-284A

$52,904*  2022 Toyota 4Runner 
Limited

26-265A

$65,904*   2025 Toyota Tacoma 
Hybrid

26-291A

$59,904*   2025 GMC Sierra 1500 
ELEVATION

26-047A

BY VANCE GUTZMAN 
 

Tenants housed in Deep 
River’s aged community cen-
tre won’t have to pack their 
bags anytime soon, though 
there is some confusion as to 
who is responsible for the 
building’s upkeep. 

Concerns over the future of 
the building were brought to 
town council last week by 
Eileen Burke, president of the 
Deep River and District Hospi-
tal Auxiliary. 

The auxiliary operates the 
Whistle Stop thrift store in the 
community centre and, since 
1974, has raised more than $2 
million for capital improve-
ments to the hospital. Other 
tenants in the building are the 
bowling alley and Potters’ 
Guild. 

Burke told council that, with 

the auxiliary’s lease set to ex-
pire within the next few years, 
finding other locations in town 
for the Whistle Stop is not an 
easy task. 

“It’s quite difficult, and 
there’s not much available,” 
she said. 
 

NOMINAL FEE 
 

Sean Patterson, the town’s 
chief administrative officer, 
explained at the meeting that, 
while the municipality owns 
the community centre, it leases 
it to the Deep River Commu-
nity Association (DRCA) for 
the nominal fee of one dollar a 
year, and the DRCA in turn 
leases it to the building’s three 
tenants. 

And, when the town took 
ownership of the building from 
AECL back in 1972, a stipula-

tion was registered on its title 
that the building would func-
tion as a community centre 
until 2032. 

The building is not, how-
ever, functioning very well at 
the moment in terms of struc-
tural issues. 

“It’s a declining structure 
that would cost more to fix 
properly than it would to re-
place,” Patterson said, going 
on to address the 2032 dead-
line. 

“That deadline is on the 
horizon. Staff have not had 
any significant discussions on 
what to do with it. We’re just 
making sure it’s safe.” 

Mayor Sue D’Eon expressed 
optimism for the community 
centre’s future at its current lo-
cation. 

“Personally, I think that lo-
cation, if it had a new building 

that took advantage of the 
views, with a deck and walk-
out, you couldn’t find a better 
community centre location in 
Ontario,” she said. 

“It’s a fabulous location for a 
new, revitalized community 
centre.” 
 

SHARED SERVICE? 
 

The community centre bene-
fits not just Deep River, but 
neighbouring municipalities as 
well, the mayor went on to say, 
and its future is on the list of 
topics she plans to raise with 
Laurentian Hills and Head, 
Clara and Maria in upcoming 
talks with regards to shared 
services. 

Councillor Terry Myers, 
meanwhile, took pains to 
stress that the town is not re-
sponsible for the building. 

“The Community Associa-
tion leases the building for a 
dollar and the Community As-
sociation is 100 percent re-
sponsible for the maintenance 
of that building,” Myers said, 
adding the DRCA used to have 
a fund set aside for its mainte-
nance. 

“The picture got a little bit 
muddy about 15 years ago,” he 
went on to say, when the fire 
chief of the day declared the 
building unsafe, forcing the 
town to spend money on reno-
vations to bring it up to spec. 

“There seems to be confu-
sion about who actually runs it 
and who’s responsible. The 
town’s only role, other than the 
fire issues and things like that, 
is we own it, we lease it for a 
dollar and it’s up to the Com-
munity Association to take 
care of it.”

Community Centre future unclear after 2032
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Landfill Summer Hours  
Baggs Road Landfill - 
Household Waste 
Tues 9 am – 6 pm • Wed - Sat 
9am - 4pm • Sun & Mon Closed 
 Miller's Road Landfill -  
Construction & Demolition 
Waste 
Tuesday to Saturday 9:00 am to 
12:00  
 Purchase permits at the Town 
Hall, or on site at Millers Road 
Landfill. 

More details at  
https://www.deepriver.ca/depart

ments/public-works/landfills/

Town Hall:  
Mon-Fri 8:30am-4:30pm 

 
Council Meetings 
 Council meetings can be live 
streamed, or viewed later on the 
“Corporation of the Town of 
Deep River” YouTube channel. 
Archived Council Meeting videos  
https://www.deepriver.ca/counci
l/council-meeting-videos/ 
Council Meeting Agendas  
and Minutes 
https://deepriver.civicweb.net/ 
Portal/MeetingTypeList.aspx 

fiber       container    

Deep River Fire Department 
BBQ Safety 
Every year, we spend quality time with family and friends 
enjoying the taste of BBQ cooking! Knowing a few fire safety 
grilling tips will help everyone enjoy a safe BBQ season. 
    • Never operate a barbecue in an enclosed space, close to a 
structure or near combustibles that could cause a fire risk. 
• Keep your BBQ in tip-top shape. 
• Only use your BBQ in a well-ventilated area and keep a one-
meter radius around it free of obstructions. 
• Make sure your fire extinguisher is easily accessible and in 
good working order. 
 • Check the gas tank hose for leaks before using it for the first 
time each year if you have a propane/natural gas BBQ. 
• Make sure your grill is located on a non-combustible surface if 
you have a charcoal or woodchips BBQ. 
• Keep your grill at least 3 feet from siding, deck rails and eaves. 
 • Keep an eye on your grill, fire pit or patio torches. Don’t walk 
away from them when they are lit. 
• Open your gas grill before lighting. 
• Clean your grill after each use. 
 
We wish everyone a safe and happy grilling season! 

NOTICE BOARD  
- Town of Deep River - 

100 Deep River Road, 
 P.O. Box 400,  

Deep River, ON K0J 1P0     
613-584-2000   

www.DeepRiver.ca

Deep River Community Pool  
SUMMER SWIMMING LESSONS 2026 
Registration is now open! Register in person at the Deep River 
Community Pool or Online 
https://app.univerusrec.com/deepriverpub 

Deep River Public Library 
Mon, Wed & Fri: 10am – 5:30pm 
Sat: 10am – 3pm    Tues & Thurs: 10am – 8pm   
info@deepriverlibrary.ca       613-584-4244 

     Community Memory Vault:  The Dumoine River – What 
memories, family stories, and local knowledge do you have about 
the Dumoine River? Please share them with us! 
Summer Reading Club Registration is now open! Check out our 
website and contact us to sign up for summer fun at the library. 
Kick off party, Thursday July 2nd from 4-6pm! 
 Pop-up: Francesca from Immigrant Settlement Services: Wed, 
June 17th from 10am – 2:30pm. New to Canada? Looking for 
support as you settle into Deep River and area? Drop in to chat 
with Francesca, Settlement Services Worker, and learn more. 
 BIAK Story Time: Celebrate National Indigenous History Month 
with BIAK’s special drumming, singing, and learning time. 
Tuesday, June 23rd at 10:30am. 
 Family Art Club: Thursday, June 11th at 5pm. Geared towards 
kiddos 3+ and their grownup of choice, but open to all. Free, drop-
in to craft with us while supplies last! 
 Knit Together: Friday, June 26th at 1:30pm. All welcome to bring 
your project and visit  in the lounge area.  
 Deadline to enter the children and teen summer art show “Art 
Attack: Fridge Art & Beyond”: Wednesday, June 24th. 
 VolunTeen Orientation & Training: Monday, June 29th at 
1:30pm. Going into grade 9? 14+ years old? Keen to get your 
volunteer hours completed? Attend our introductory session and 
help out the library this summer. 
 Summer Hub launches soon! Keep your eye out for details. 
   

Deep River Police Service  
Boating Safety Equipment Requirements 
Along with your Pleasure Craft Operator Card, you are required by 
law to carry marine safety equipment. You must always have the 
following items onboard with you: 
• Canadian-approved  flotation device or lifejacket of appropriate 
size for each passenger on board 
• Buoyant heaving line at least (15) fifteen meters in length 
• Watertight flashlight OR Canadian approved flares – Type A, B,  
   or C 
• Sound-signaling device. 
• Manual propelling device (i.e., paddle) OR an anchor with at least  
   (15) fifteen meters of rope, chain, or cable 
• Bailer OR manual water pump 
• Class 5 BC fire extinguisher 

Reminder It is unlawful to 
consume alcohol or drugs 
while operating a boat, and 
the same rules apply as for 
driving a car while 
impaired.  This means that 
operating a boat under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs 
can lead to fines and even 
imprisonment. 

June is Recreation & Parks Month! 
Please see our Recreational Swim Schedule for all scheduled 
swims. For further information, full June calendar and for location 
details please visit our website at 
www.deepriver.ca/departments/recreation/ or contact 
cthorpe@deepriver.ca 

10:00am- 2:30pm Pop Up with Francesca from 
Immigrant Settlement Services 

10:45- 11:45am Rhythm Fit for 55+ (Free)
Registration Required 

 
 4:00pm Trail Safety Walk for All Ages (Free) 
*Registration Required* 
* NEW* 6:30-7:30pm Toonie Swim  
7:35- 8:35pm Lane Swim (Free) 
Evening Learn to Bowl at DR Lawn Bowling Club- 
Contact Terry for details:Arthurt4162@gmail.com 
 
*NEW* 3:00-4:30pm $5 Teen Swim  
7:30pm Social Lawn Bowling- DR Lawn Bowling 
Club| $10 
 
10:00am Mini Kids Triathlon (Free, registration 
required) 
10:30am-2:30pm LEGO Club 
 
Father’s Day Swim (Free for Fathers, Pool) 
 
2:30pm Drop-in Coffee and Cards for 55+ (Free) 
 
* NEW*10:00- 11:00am Toddler + Leisure Swim 
(Regular admission)  
10:00am Painting Workshop for 55+ (Free) 
*Registration Required* 
11:30am Story Time with BIAK 
7:35- 8:35pm Lane Swim (Free) 
 
9:30-10:15am Aqua Fit (Free) 
10:45- 11:45am Rhythm Fit for 55+ (Free) 
*Registration Required*

Wed, 
 June 17 

 
 

Thurs,  
June 18 

          Fri,  
June 19 

 
 

Sat, June 20 
 

Sun, June 21 
 

Mon, June 22 
 

Thurs,  
June 23 

       
Wed,  

June 24

Deep River Recreation Department 
Deep River Marina 
The Deep River Marina boat launch and slips are now open.  Staff 
are continuing preparations to open fuel services and additional 
marina amenities in the coming days. Only seasonal slip users are 
permitted on the docks, fishing is not permitted.  
Seasonal Marina Launching Passes 
Seasonal Marina Launching Passes are available for purchase at the 
Town Hall. Price: $110.00 
 Summer Camps 
We still have room in sessions of our Sports Camp and 
Playgrounds Camp. For more information or to register please 
contact: summeradmin@deepriver.ca  
 Canada Day: Join us for our Canada Day Celebration on 
Wednesday, July 1! There will be live music, a bar, and a barbecue 
in partnership with the Deep River legion, activities for children, a 
magic show, face painting, yard games, a vendor’s market, 
fireworks, and so much more! For a full schedule of events please 
visit our website: www.deepriver.ca/departments/recreation/ 
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12 Matthews Ave, Pembroke 
lots of free parking in front of the store 

 613-735-0370 | TheBlindExperts.ca

Fine Bed Linens, Duvets & Pillows

FREE  
Shop at Home  

Service!

   Save big on Blinds and Shutters 
    Keep out the heat. The Right Blind at the Right Price 

 Professional Installation 
All Custom Draperies made on premises

Vexatious 
 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 
 

“But the flipside is we live in a time 
where, for whatever reasons, we are 
more fractious, more antagonistic. 
Not everybody is sensible, reasonable 
and well-meaning,” he said, adding 
the town needs a way to curb abuse of 
the complaints system. 

“The process itself is not frivolous,” 
Myers went on to say of the policy on 
the table. 

“Nobody is going to walk into town 
hall and staff are just going to say I’m 
not looking at that, it’s frivolous. 
That’s not the way it works. 

“It’s got to be documented and, ulti-
mately, if people are not happy with 
the way they’ve been treated, they can 
appeal outside the municipality to the 

Ontario Ombudsman.” 
Myers went on to maintain that the 

purpose the policy isn’t to protect 
town staff or members of council, but 
taxpayers of the town. 

He cited the staff report which 
showed that, since last fall, the town 
has received three access to informa-
tion requests. 

Two of those were completed at lit-
tle to no expense but a third was de-
nied on the basis it was deemed 
frivolous and vexatious under aus-
pices of the Municipal Freedom of In-
formation and Protection of Privacy 
Act, and has cost the town $13,000 in 
staff time and legal costs. 

“(That’s) $13,000 of taxpayer’s 
money,” Myers said. 

“I’m sure if you ask anybody on the 
street if that is where you want your 
money to be going, I’m sure nobody 
would support that.” 
 

BY HAZEL ATKINS, 
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE 

REPORTER 
 

Petawawa town council has voted 
in favour of a resolution for regular 
funding of municipal fire services in 
Ontario. 

The resolution, originally passed by 
the town of Plympton-Wyoming, re-
quests the province to transition the 
current practice of competitive fire 
service grant programs into a perma-
nent, stable, and predictable funding 
program “that supports municipalities 
in meeting provincially legislated fire 
protection requirements.” 

The request also specifies that the 
funding be annual and therefore pre-
dictable. 

The resolution says the funding 
would support the “operational readi-
ness and training costs associated with 
volunteer, composite and full-time fire 
departments across Ontario.” 

Mayor Serviss made the point that 
police and paramedic services receive 
regular funding, whereas before a 
grant issued in 2024, there has not 
previously been funding for fire serv-
ices in Ontario. 

“It’s interesting that the municipali-
ties have previously paid 100% of 

funding for their full-time and volun-
teer fire departments,” he said. 

“Most of the paramedic services are 
aiming for a 50/50 funding model. In-
teresting, to say the least.” 
 

LEISURE SPACE 
 

Staff of the town of Petawawa are 
developing a concept to designate and 
enhance select greenspaces, “dry 
ponds,” and open space areas for un-
structured and unscheduled play. 

Potential features may include basic 
soccer setups; multi-use areas for in-
formal games such as cornhole, ladder 
toss, and kite flying; benches; play 
paths, including areas along the 
town’s section of the Algonquin Trail. 

These spaces will be offered to 
complement the town’s existing pay-
to-play sports fields. 

They are designed to increase ac-
cessibility to recreational opportuni-
ties, encourage spontaneous outdoor 
activity, and provide alternatives for 
folks not participating in organized 
sports. 

Staff said it is important to note that 
these areas are not intended for organ-
ized or scheduled sports activities, 
and no formal bookings, leagues, or 
tournaments will be permitted. 

Petawawa backs call for 
provincial fire funding
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Trade ambitions rest 
on a food system 
we’re dismantling 

 
BY SEAN O’REILLY 

 
Canada is entering a defining trade moment. With relations 

with the United States increasingly volatile, Prime Minister 
Mark Carney has been clear about the path forward: reduce 
Canada’s dependence on the US, and grow non-American ex-
ports by 50 per cent over the next decade. 

That goal is ambitious and necessary. But it rests on a critical 
assumption: that Canada has the public infrastructure needed to 
earn and maintain the trust of global markets. Right now, that 
foundation is being weakened. 

Cuts to the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) 
threaten one of this country’s most valuable trade assets: confi-
dence in our food safety, and animal and plant health systems. 
At the precise moment when credibility and speed matter most, 
Canada is stripping capacity from the system that underpins ac-
cess to hundreds of international markets. 

Canada’s food and agriculture economy is worth $100-billion 
annually. CFIA’s $839-million budget protects that entire 
ecosystem of trade - an extraordinary return on investment. Yet, 
these cuts put it at risk by eliminating over a million hours of 
inspection, surveillance, and scientific expertise each year. This 
is not trimming bureaucracy; it is removing the experts who 
stop disease before it shuts borders down. 

Trading partners do not take a country’s word that its ani-
mals, plants, or food are safe. Veterinary epidemiologists, dis-
ease and insect vector surveillance, and risk analysis are core 
trade requirements. Cutting this expertise increases the risk of 
undetected diseases entering Canada, and jeopardizes access to 
export markets by laying off the very experts who help keep 
them open. 

Imagine an outbreak of a disease such as bluetongue, African 
swine fever, or even a single case of foot-and-mouth disease 
without adequate domestic surveillance in place. Canada would 
lose its export status overnight, devastating entire sectors. With-
out veterinarians to investigate, contain, and certify disease sta-
tus, outbreaks spread faster, markets stay closed longer, and 
losses compound. The risk of zoonotic disease spilling into the 
human population also grows. 

>  CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 

Growth must be 
smart growth 

 
Re: “D’Eon seeks third term as mayor,” 

NRT June 10. 
I want to thank Vance Gutzman for reaching 

out to me to ask for my prospectus on why I 
am running for a third term.  

I realize what I sent to Mr. Gutzman was too 
long for the NRT to publish as written and he 
did an admirable job shortening my submis-
sion without losing context, but there was one 
section in the article I feel readers might mis-
interpret. 

Mr. Gutzman used the phrase “the town is 
moving full steam ahead” when characterizing 

my position on residential growth/attracting 
developers. 

For your readers below is the full text I sent 
to Mr. Gutzman on growth: 

“To support our community we do need to 
grow. Directing that growth as smart growth is 
something council must stay on top of. Recent 
developer interest is exciting to see yet we 
need to steer growth in the direction we want 
the town to take within the limits of provincial 
planning legislation and the private money 
driving construction and delivery of buildings. 

“We need housing for staff of the new long-
term (care) complex. We want to be the pre-
ferred choice for CNL’s new hires. The 
Garrison is expanding and we want their fami-
lies to choose Deep River. 
 

> CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 

Photo: Jim UngrinSplendour in the woods (just behind McAnulty Park)
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THIS WEEK

Soft Serve  

I C E  C R E A M   We have: 
   Chocolate, of course 
     Pretty Peach Mango! 
       The Best Vanilla 
           Beautiful Blueberry 
          ... and Dairy Free Lemon Sorbet

BY HAZEL ATKINS, 
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER 

 
Grade 10 Mackenzie student Gavin 

Calow has recently self-published a book 
called “Zero,” in which he meditates on the 
impact zero has had on mathematics and 
philosophy. 

Calow grew up in Deep River and comes 
from a military family. They are being 
posted to Alberta this summer. 

“I said to myself that 
the book had to be done 
before I leave,” said 
Calow. “I want to show 
the people here what I’m 
doing and have some-
thing tangible to leave be-
hind.” 

The idea for his book 
came to him in Grade 9 
math class when the 
teacher was discussing 
exponents. 

“My teacher was talk-
ing about when you have 
a number raised to an ex-
ponent of zero, the num-
ber is one – always. I 
thought, ‘OK, I guess that 
makes sense mathemati-
cally’. 

“But then I got to think-
ing, ‘You started with 
nothing and you end up 
with something. 
Hmmm’.” 

“So I started wonder-
ing, what does zero really 
mean? I learned that zero 
means more than most 
somethings.” 

“Zero has such a psy-
chological impact on us,” 
Calow went on. 

“The way we perceive 
it, use it, struggle to understand it. It was re-
jected for thousands of years because it was 
too hard to understand.” 

“It can be negative or positive depending 
on your approach to it. Absence can mean 
infinite death, or absence can be a positive, 
meditative experience.” 
 Calow is most interested in the meaning 
that we have given to zero: “That’s what 
zero means - it’s the impact we’ve given it.” 

He has learned a lot since beginning his 
book: “As I learned about zero, I think I 
started with less and grew into more.” 

In attempting to publish the book, Calow 

learned a lot as well. He learned that Ama-
zon self-publishing software is very easy to 
use. He learned that he needed to send 
copies off to Library and Archives Canada. 
He learned that applying for an ISBN is a 
long, logistical process.  

The Deep River library will have a copy 
of his book, and Saturday Morning book-
store will have it in stock as well. 

“My message I want to share about this 
experience is that you’ll never be fully 

ready to start something; you just have to 
get going.” 

“I feel that Deep River has shaped me in a 
way I don’t think anywhere else could,” he 
said. 

“Where you are in your early life sets you 
up for who you will be in the future. I feel 
like this is a special place. When I move 
away, all the people I’ve built connections 
with will still be here and I’ll leave my book 
here with them.” 

With mixed feelings about moving away 
this summer, Calow is feeling sure of one 
thing: “I’ll definitely be back.”

The meaning of Zero

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17 
8-10:30 am, Coffee Club, Chalk River Lions Hall 
10 am - 2:30 pm, Immigrant Settlement Services drop-in, 
Deep River Library 
1 pm, GriefShare support group meets, Real Hope Christian As-
sembly, Hwy 17 Deep River (final week) 
1-4 pm, Summer Social Bridge, DR Lawn Bowling Club (con-
tinues until end of August - for information call 613-281-0671) 
2 pm, Babytime, songs, stories, rhymes, Deep River Library 
7 pm, North Renfrew Long-Term Care Services 33rd annual 
general meeting, NRLTC, 47 Ridge Rd 
7 pm, Deep River and District Community Foundation an-
nual general meeting, CE Centre (beside DR Community 
Church) 
 

THURSDAY, JUNE 18 
10 am, Seniors Friendship Club: Coffee, Tea and Conversation, 
at the Hexagon, DR Shoreline Sports Club 
 

FRIDAY, JUNE 19 
6 pm, Fun Darts, all welcome, Chalk River Legion 
 

SATURDAY, JUNE 20 
10 am, Kids Mini Triathlon, for ages 6-12, Deep River Com-
munity Pool (for information email bbergeron@ 
deepriver.ca) 
1-3 pm, Father’s Day Kids Crafts, make cards and crafts for 
Dad, Point Alexander Library 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 21 
11 am - 3 pm, Shuffleboard, all welcome, Chalk River Legion 
2-5 pm, Acoustic open mic, DR Legion 
 

MONDAY, JUNE 22 
10 am - 1 pm, Deep River and Area Food Bank open (weekly 
except holidays), at the Deep River and District Hospital (for 
more information, phone 584-3333 ext 7910) 
10:30 am, Baby & Toddler Storytime, Chalk River Legion 
7 pm, Fun Darts, Deep River Legion 
7 pm, Al-Anon, group support for families & friends having al-
cohol addiction, CE Centre (behind DR Community Church) 
 

TUESDAY, JUNE 23 
10:30 am, Preschool Playtime, Pt. Alexander Library 
11:30 am, Storytime, Deep River Library 
4 pm, After School Chess (ages 8+), Deep River Library 
7 pm, Deep River & District Health annual meeting, new 
Primary Care Building, DRDH 

 
To submit your event, email nrt@northrenfrewtimes.ca 
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Food system 
 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 
 

There is no plan for managing 
these risks under the proposed cuts. 

The assumption appears to be that 
fewer experts can somehow do more 
with less - an impossibility in a sys-
tem already stretched past its limits. 
Workload has surged in the last 
decade, but staffing hasn’t kept up. 
Already, this country lacks sufficient 
veterinary capacity to inspect export 
trucks before they leave the country. 
The system is operating without re-
dundancy; further cuts risk removing 
the safety margin entirely. 

The expertise required is neither 
abundant, nor replaceable. There are 
only a handful of veterinary epidemi-
ologists in Canada, and only dozens 
globally. We cannot afford to lose 
them. Universities and the private 
sector do not maintain national sur-
veillance systems, nor should they. If 
CFIA were to lose capacity, the work 
does not get “streamlined.” It stops. 

Diversifying trade to non-US mar-
kets will only increase the pressure 
CFIA faces. Canada’s trade negotia-
tors cannot secure new market access 
without the surveillance, data, and 
controls provided by CFIA. Every 
trading partner imposes commodity-
specific requirements that CFIA reg-
ulates for export. 

To trade, Canada must be able to 
demonstrate compliance. If a large 
partner requires expanded monitoring 
- for example, for insects that may 
carry bluetongue - and this country 
lacks the capacity to deliver it, mar-
ket access is lost and industry suffers 
the loss. Expanding market access is 
not achievable if importing countries 
do not maintain confidence in CFIA’s 
inspection systems. This makes the 
Canadian economy more reliant on 
the US, not less. 

Strong surveillance is not a luxury; 
it is the lowest-cost alternative to ex-
port bans and preventable public-
health emergencies. At a time when 
Canada is trying to build resilience, 
economic sovereignty, and independ-
ence from a single hegemonic mar-
ket, weakening the CFIA is reckless 
and entirely unnecessary, putting bil-
lions of dollars in trade at risk. 
 

Sean O’Reilly is the president of 
the Professional Institute of the Pub-
lic Service of Canada. 

Grateful 
relief 

 
Re: “Four Seasons settles east end 

land issue,” NRT June 10. 
It was with great relief that I read 

about the recent purchase of a conser-
vation easement at 42 Wintergreen 

Lane by the Four Seasons Conser-
vancy. 

I was among the many who back in 
2024 protested against the proposals to 
develop that block, shocked by the 
prospect of losing the green space. 

Kudos to the FSC for resolving what 
was a very difficult problem. The reso-
lution probably unfolded in fits and 
starts, with lots of research, discussion, 
and lawyers. Not for the faint of heart. 

Many thanks to the property owners 
of the other blocks, and to the new 
owner of 42 Wintergreen, for all con-
tributing generously to the creation of 
conservation easements to preserve the 
green space. 

Land is expensive. The FSC’s 
fundraising goal is $300,000. Let’s 
help. 

Helena Rummens (grateful 
user of the east end trails) 

Goals still 
not met 

 
The following is a response to the 

article “D’Eon seeks third term as 
mayor,” NRT June 10. 

Disclaimer: Given the large number 
of points included in his article, the 
following responses focus on one or 
two counter examples to the mayor’s 
assertions regarding her three goals. 

As noted, when D’Eon first ran for 
council, her three goals were “open 
government, infrastructure and com-
munity.” Let’s consider each of these 
in order. 

(1) Open government: She asserts 
that her focus on “open government” 
led to a reduction in “closed sessions.” 
While this statement could be consid-
ered a positive, I am not sure how this 
would apply to eight of the 12 meet-
ings of the marketing task force 
(MTF) that were held in closed ses-
sion. 

I will not go into details except to 
note that holding meetings in closed 
session is contrary to this quote from 
“Deep River Marketing Task Force - 
Terms of Reference”: 

“All meetings of the Committee 
shall be open to the public.” (Note the 
word “shall.”) 

At that time (January 2020 through 
July 2021), the controversy over this 
branding issue was unprecedented and 
mostly negative. 

Moreover, this debate was not lim-
ited to the public. As noted in the arti-
cle entitled “Town to launch local 
rebranding” (NRT May 26, 2021), 
several members of council (Terry 
Myers, Glenn Doncaster, and Bob 
McLaren), questioned why the task 
force report would not be made public. 

Whether or not these sessions were 
closed to the public is no longer an 
issue. Currently the concern is whether 
the results of the MTF have been a 
success. 

Consider this quote from the town’s 
Request For Expression of Interest 
(RFEOI): 

“Desired outcomes: 
• Increased population 
• Engaged population enjoying di-

verse recreational and cultural oppor-
tunities 

• Quality, reliable and sustainable in-
frastructure 

• Vibrant and increased business and 
commercial sector 

• Strong collaboration with commu-
nity, businesses, and neighbours 

• Transparent, fair and effective gov-
ernance.” 

I note that this list includes the 
mayor’s two other goals, “infrastruc-

ture and community.” 
Did the MTF’s new logo address 

any of these objectives? I leave these 
to the reader to decide. 

Now consider this: While the new 
logo is a circle of four splotches of 
colour, most of the current depictions 
of this logo are black on white (eg. 
both the envelopes and the enclosed 
bills, and the town’s vehicles). 

With all due respect, it appears that 
the MTF is an excellent example of 
the “sunk cost fallacy,” defined as 
“continued investment driven by prior, 
unrecoverable expenditure.” 

With respect to the mayor’s asser-
tion that “Deep River is ahead of its 
municipal peers in terms of access to 
open government,” I can only refer to 
my personal experience. From that 
knowledge, I can state that the town 
fails in two aspects of what I would 
consider “open government.” 

First: The town eliminated its use of 
public advisory committees several 
years ago. As I have previously noted, 
this has made public participation/en-
gagement in council’s decision process 
virtually impossible. 

Second: For a resident to address a 
council meeting, they must follow the 
delegation process as defined in the 
procedural bylaw, 31-2022. 
 

> CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 

Smart growth 
 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 
 

“Deep River has a lot to offer and 
we want to pursue smart development 
and close mutually beneficial agree-
ments with reliable and respected de-
velopers to build the variety of 

housing we need going forward. There 
is a complex ecosystem of provincial 
planning regulations and federal in-
centives combined with private invest-
ment that makes sense to developers. 

“Experienced leadership will matter 
and I feel I have a lot to offer with my 
background and experience in munici-
pal planning and knowledge of the 
community. Having more people liv-

ing in Deep River also inspires a 
greater variety of commercial services 
and businesses.” 

Thanks for the opportunity to clarify 
my position and many thanks to the 
NRT and Mr. Gutzman for publishing 
an otherwise excellent summary from 
my original submission. 

Sue D’Eon 
Candidate for mayor, 2026  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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THIS WEEK IN HISTORY:  SCIENCE ACADEMY WINS NATIONAL AWARD

75 YEARS AGO 
 
JUNE 15, 1951: We have heard a lot 
about “Charter Day” and rumour has it 
that it is going to be a real bang-up oc-
casion. Well, this is no rumour, and a 
gala day is planned for the Deep River 
community on Monday, July 2 when 
your Community Association, the co-
ordinating body for the many commu-
nity activities of our village, will be 
officially presented with its Charter of 
Incorporation. Dr DA Keys, vice presi-
dent (scientific) of the National Re-
search Council and manager of the 
Chalk River Project, has very gra-
ciously agreed to make the presenta-
tion. 
 
JUNE 15, 1951: Notice to mariners - 
operation of the Des Joachims Hydro 
station may cause a weekly tide on the 
Ottawa River at Deep River. This effect 
was noticed last weekend, with low 
water on Sunday evening and on Mon-
day the water level rose. Boats should 
be pulled up higher on the beach on 
Sunday evening to allow for this 
change in level. 
 

60 YEARS AGO 
 
JUNE 15, 1966: “Do we feel that the 
Minor Sports Committee is serving a 
useful purpose?” The question, asked 
of a joint meeting of the MSC and the 
Municipal Recreation Committee by 
chairman Tom Robertson, was the 
theme of the meeting. Chief critic of 
the present system was Mrs Robert 
Dunbar, who charged that the MSC is 
not changing its programs to fit the 
times. “We take the previous year’s 
program and follow it through blindly,” 
she said. 
 
JUNE 15, 1966: The Chalk River Vol-
untee Firemen and their ladies recently 
enjoyed a turkey banquet and dance 
sponsored by the Firemen’s Associa-
tion, with the Legion Ladies Auxiliary 
preparing the dinner. Twenty-three fire-
men, their wives, and guests were en-
tertained by Mr Orville Courneya, the 
master of ceremonies. 
 

50 YEARS AGO 
 
JUNE 16, 1976: A letter has gone out 
to all water users in Chalk River re-
minding them that the bylaw restricting 
the use of water will go into effect on 
Tuesday, June 15. The bylaw restricts 

sprinkling of lawns and gardens to 
even-numbered dates on the south side 
of the railway tracks and to odd-num-
bered dates for those on the north side. 
Those who do not conform to the 
bylaw will have their water supply 
turned off by municipal employees. 
 
JUNE 16, 1976: Arts and crafts, games 
of chance, a bustling restaurant, a beer 
garden, and a collection of steam en-
gines and antiques all combined to 
make Chalk River’s “Sun Fun Days” 
weekend a roaring success. A stage 
coach supplied by Ryans Campsite pro-
vided rides for throngs of happy 
youngsters. 
 

40 YEARS AGO 
 
JUNE 18, 1986: There are no plans to 
close Deep River’s emergency depart-
ment, says Dr Henry Gasmann, the 
newly elected chairman of the board of 
the Ontario Medical Association. Gas-
mann said that closing the emergency 
ward at Northwestern Hospital in 
Toronto was all right because patients 
could easily go to another department. 
“Deep River is too far from another 
emergency department,” he said. 

 
JUNE 18, 1986: At the annual meeting 
of the Canadian Historical Association 
in Winnipeg in June, an Award of Merit 
was made to Brenda Lee-Whiting of 
Deep River for her book, “Harvest of 
Stones,” which was published by the 
University of Toronto Press last year. 
The popular book has undergone a 
third printing. The CHA praised the au-
thor for using a wide range of materials 
to tell a fascinating story about the Ger-
man settlement in Renfrew County. 
 

30 YEARS AGO 
 
JUNE 19, 1996: Timing is everything 
for Bert and Heidi Fleury. Exactly eight 
years to the day the couple opened their 
Valu-mart store in Deep River, they 
held another grand opening on Satur-
day to celebrate an addition to the gro-
cery store. The expansion, which began 
back in December, gives the store an 
additional 7,300 sq ft of space. Bert 
noted that he had been working 18-
hour shifts throughout the construction 
phase, and at one point found himself 
working non-stop around the clock for 
three weeks. “It was stressful, but that’s 
construction,” he said. 

 
JUNE 19, 1996: No one was injured in 
a fire that broke out late Monday after-
noon at the Chalk River Laboratories. 
The fire broke out sometime between 5 
and 5:30 pm near the plant gate in 
building 404, which was in the process 
of being demolished, then spread to ad-
jacent annexes. Firefighters from 
neighbouring departments assisted 
AECL fire personnel. The fire was 
fully contained within about three 
hours. 
 

20 YEARS AGO 
 
JUNE 21, 2006: The Deep River Sci-
ence Academy has won another na-
tional award for its role in promoting 
science in Canada. Celebrating its 20th 
anniversary this year, the Science 
Academy was recognized for its work 
in “education and communication” at 
the Canadian Nuclear Achievement 
Awards in Toronto. As its award cita-
tion notes, the Science Academy has 
every year since 1986 “provided high 
school students with a unique opportu-
nity to participate in the active research 
and development programs of its sev-
eral research partners.” 

Laurentian Hills council and the municipality’s library board paid tribute last week to Marion Stewart, who was 
presented with a certificate of appreciation for the 30 years she spent as a volunteer with the Point Alexander Li-
brary. From left to right are Councillor Anne Giardini, chair of the municipality’s community and social services 
committee, Point Alexander head librarian Maureen Bakewell, Marion Stewart, Laurentian Hills Mayor Vance Gutz-
man and library board chair Veronica Lock. (NRT June 21, 2006)
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  North Renfrew 
  Long-Term  
  Care Services Inc. 
 
33rd Annual General Meeting 
 7pm, June 17, 2026  

at 47 Ridge Rd, Deep River 
  Highlights: 

- Guest Speakers – Anne-Marie Bouthillette     
   and Erin Bignell from the Ontario Caregiver  
   Organization 
- 2025 Audited Financial Statements 
- Approval of Amended Bylaws 
- Approval of 2026-2031 Strategic Plan 
- Election of Board Members 
- Confirmation of Appointed Board Members  
 Everyone Welcome! 

Refreshments will be served. 
For more information, call 613-584-1900.

Letter: goals 
 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10 
 

To quote from section 10.04: 
“Delegation request regarding 

agenda item: any person wishing 
to address council or a committee 
as a delegation regarding an item 
on the agenda, shall submit a ‘Re-
quest to make a Deputation/Pre-
sentation to Council/Committee’ 
form to the clerk’s office before 
12:00 noon 2 business days before 
the day the agenda is published 
(ie. 12:00 noon Wednesday for 
Friday agenda circulation).” 

This timing makes it impossible 
for anyone to address an agenda 
item at a Wednesday council meet-
ing. 

(2) Infrastructure: With respect 
to this goal, there are both posi-
tives and negatives. One obvious 
negative to both the residents and 
visitors to Deep River is the condi-
tion of the downtown portion of 
Ridge Road. 

Consider this quote from the ar-
ticle: “she says, noting with pride 
that town council is expanding its 
Community Improvement Plan 
from the downtown core to the en-
tire municipality.” 

Recall that that town’s “Com-
munity Improvement Plan” began 
in October 2020 with the passing 
of bylaw 39-2020. Subsequently 
the plan has been revised several 
times. 

Even with these revisions, the 
condition of this portion of the 
road has yet to be addressed. 

With respect to the refurbish-
ment of the water tower, the 
mayor failed to mention that the 
cost of the project was about $1 
million over budget. 

(3) Community: With respect to 
this goal, I will not address all of 
the mayor’s assertions. 

Now consider this quote: 
“Council and I value residents’ 
input, and it is an important part of 
how we make decisions, always 
striving to benefit our commu-
nity.” 

Ironically, the same NRT issue 
included another article entitled 
“Council to review ‘frivolous, 
vexatious’ policy.” 

Apparently, the mayor/council 
only appreciates contributions by 
residents that meet their criteria. 

Challenging assertions is re-
quired to find the truth. 

If she values residents’ input, 
then I suggest that reconstituting 
the public advisory committee 
structure would go a long way to 
demonstrate this. 

Moreover, council could amend 
its procedural bylaw to make it 
easier for residents to participate 
in their meetings through a revised 
delegation process. 

If these two suggestions were 
implemented then the residents of 
Deep River would become part-
ners in council’s decisions. 

Furthermore, the mayor would 
have proof that she is on the way 
to meeting her three goals. 
 

W. Turner 
 

Geoff Edwards and Rosemary Nishimura (right) won the annual Selby trophy for the A division in Du-
plicate Bridge Club play this year, while Doug Barnard and Peter Brewster claimed the Rounding Tro-
phy for the B division.  Duplicate Bridge resumes September 3.

DUPLICATE BRIDGE CHAMPS

Heritage centre 
to host speaker on 

German Mission 
 

The Upper Ottawa Valley Heritage Centre is invit-
ing the public to attend a special speaker series pres-
entation by Mark Woermke on Saturday, June 20 at 1 
pm. 

Woermke will present “The Woods and Stones 
Around Us: The Wesleyan Methodist Mission to the 
Germans and Wends of the Ottawa Valley 1860–
1880,” an exploration of the missionary movement 
and the experiences of German and Wend communi-
ties in the Ottawa Valley during the late 19th century. 

In 1860 the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Canada 
began the “German Work” – a domestic mission to 
serve the spiritual needs of German immigrants in 
two regions: southwestern Ontario and the Ottawa 
Valley. 

Mark Woermke has analyzed mission reports, min-
isters’ autobiographies, district reports, marriages and 
baptisms, land records and other historical documents 
to understand the role this mission played in the lives 
of German and Wendish settlers in the Ottawa Valley 
and specifically Renfrew County. 

His presentation will demonstrate the impact the 
mission had on chain migration and internal migra-
tion; identify families that were converted to Method-
ism; introduce fascinating individuals; provide 
poignant and humorous anecdotes; and offer insight 
into the lives and struggles of the settlers and mis-
sionaries. 

The German Mission ended after only 20 years, but 
those two decades were busy ones for German and 
Wendish Methodists in Renfrew County and the Val-
ley. 

The event will be held at the Upper Ottawa Valley 
Heritage Centre, located at 1032 Pembroke St. E., 
Pembroke. 
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Do not pay  
for 12 months 

with 0 Interest OAC 
CARRIES THE BRANDS YOU WANT

 10 Matthews Ave., Pembroke   613-629-5465 
MattressWorldPembroke.ca

OR PAY 
$16658 

/monthReg. $2969

$899   
   Twin $799 
   Full $849 
   King $1099

OR PAY 
$7492 

/monthReg. $1299

Eos  
Save $400

$1199   
   Twin $1129  
   Full $1159 
   King $1379

OR PAY 
$9992 

/monthReg. $1799

Pavilion 
Save $600

$769   
   Twin $619 
   Full $689 
   King $1099

OR PAY 
$5825 

/monthReg. $1349

Sloan 
Save $580

starting at $89
No matter if you sleep on your side, back, or stomach, 
we have pillows for every type of sleeper!

PILLOWS

$1999   
   Twin XL $1799 
   Full $1899 
   King $2649

Mon Trésor  
Save $970

New exhibition brings 
different vibe to town hall 

 
BY MARGARET MACPHERSON  

 
There is a certain buzzing energy that occurs when artists get together to exhibit 

their work. 
Perhaps it’s the excitement generated in the culmination of a finished project, or 

simply the end of the solitary and exacting process of creation, but artists show-
ing work to each other and the public, is an act worthy of celebration. 

Five artists from the area 
will display new works at the 
Deep River town hall gallery, 
beginning Friday, June 19, 
with an opening tentatively 
scheduled for early July, de-
pending on the completion of 
maintenance work inside the 
building. 

“It’s always exciting to 
hang a new show,” said Tracy 
Joyce, gallery curator and 
Deep River Library Arts 
Committee (LAC) member. 

“It’s wonderful when both 
familiar local artists and rela-
tively new artists can be dis-
covered in the heart of our 
community.” 

Shows at the municipal 
building hang for six months 
and many artists are glad for 
the extended exposure. 

“I really enjoy taking part 
in workshops, retreats and 
other professional develop-
ment activities,” said feature 
artist Stephanie Huckabone. 

“Sharing ideas, techniques 
and passion for arts helps 
keep me open-minded, loose 
and experimental.” 

Recently returned to the Ot-
tawa Valley where she grew 
up, Huckabone works in 
mixed media abstract land-
scapes, painting out of a 
home studio near the conflu-
ence of the Ottawa and Petawawa rivers. She calls being in an artistic community 
“essential for growth and development.” 

Phyllis Heeney, who works in an entirely different medium, agrees heartily 
with Huckabone. 

“Having a community of artists helps every artist get better. Artists are always 
critiquing the work of other artists. That’s not a bad thing. It helps us grow,” said 
Heeney, who will display one of her handmade, dyed deer hide drums at town 
hall. 

Linda Chladny, working in watercolours, said the opportunity to have work in 
any gallery is valuable. 

“Sharing art is a form of self-expression,” she noted. “It’s also a great chance to 
network.” 

The public is invited to view the new art anytime town hall is open. A meet-the-
artist event will follow in early July. 
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FREE TO ATTEND. 
Call 613-635-7926 to learn more.

START YOUR 
ENGINES

Sunday, June 21  |  11am - 2pm
Weather permitting

Join us for a Father’s Day 
celebration featuring Wheels of 
the Valley and 50+ show cars, a 

fundraising BBQ for local charities,  
and live music by Mich Smithers.

1111 Pembroke St W, Pembroke
VenviHeritageManor.ca

BY HAZEL ATKINS, 
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE 

REPORTER 
 

Seventeen-year-old recorder 
player Emma Bagshaw will be 
starting the Early Music Perform-
ance program at McGill Univer-
sity this fall. 

In order to raise funds and share 
what her instrument can do with 
the community, she will be hold-
ing a fundraising benefit recorder 
recital on Sunday, June 28, at 2:30 
pm, at the Community Church. 

At this recital, Bagshaw will be 
accompanied by her teacher and 
mentor Susan Butler, and joined 
for a duet by her brother, Mal-
colm. 

She will offer a “show and tell” 
of the five different recorders she 
currently plays: sopranino, so-
prano, alto, tenor, and bass. The 
concert will last about an hour.  

This year alone has been a big 
one for the young performer. At 
the Pembroke Kiwanis this spring 
she won the Medal of Excellence, 
the Karen McLeod Trophy, and 
the Vijay Family Trophy Scholar-
ship.  

At the National Capital Region 
Music Festival, she was awarded 
the Margaret Bell Stevenson Me-
morial Trophy. 

Finally, the Deep River and Dis-
trict Community Foundation 
awarded her the Elizabeth Hulbert 
Memorial Fund Scholarship.  

“At my recital I will be playing 
all of the pieces I prepared for Ki-
wanis and for my audition at 
McGill,” Bagshaw said.  

McGill’s early music program is 
the most extensive of its kind in 
Canada. Early music refers to Me-
dieval, Renaissance, and Baroque, 
all of which are rich in their music 
history and performance styles.  

“These eras really resonate with 
me,” she said. “There is so much 
music in these eras, and the 
recorder really shines because it 
was meant to be played in those 
music periods.”  

The Brandenburg Concertos, 
very well known and loved, are in 
the baroque style featuring the 
recorder. 

Bagshaw has spent the last two 
years exploring less well known 
but equally intricate and advanced 
recorder music from the Renais-
sance and earlier.  

“Many people don’t know how 
sophisticated the recorder can be. I 
want to show people what the 
recorder can do,” Bagshaw said. 

“I want to be an ambassador for 
the recorder. Once I’ve graduated 
and I’m performing around the 

world, that’s what I want to be 
called.” 

Accompanying Bagshaw at the 
recital and introducing her pieces 
will be her teacher, Susan Butler. 

“Susan has been so incredible,” 
said Bagshaw. 

“She helped me prepare for my 
audition and both Kiwanis festi-
vals. She’s been finding scholar-
ships for me to apply for. She’s 
excited for me, and I feed off that. 
She’s been an amazing friend and 
mentor.” 

The recital will be a wonderful 
chance for them to perform to-
gether before Bagshaw launches 
her next stage. 

Bagshaw is excited to share 
what she can do, and what she 
hopes to do, with her community 
before she goes. 

“Deep River is a very special 
place, and music has a big part in 
our community,” she said. “I’ll al-
ways be proud that I started in 
Deep River.” 

“I love performing. Music is 
meant to be shared. I put all this 
work and effort in and now I get to 
share it with my community. 

“With my recital I’m saying, 
here, look what I’ve done, and 
now you get to share it too! Music 
is a ‘we’ thing, it’s not an ‘I’ 
thing.” Emma Bagshaw

Local student looks forward to sharing her music
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CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF 2026!

Your hard work and dedication
have paid off. All the best with
your future plans!

We are incredibly proud of all
Renfrew County District School
Board graduates - 

FELLOWES 
HIGH SCHOOL

MACKENZIE 
COMMUNITY SCHOOL

Three generations of the Tooley family came together at the Chalk River Lions Hall recently as Deep River Summerfest held a successful Penny Sale in ho-
nour of the late Todd Tooley, who was a strong supporter and volunteer with the event. The Penny Sale raised a total of $3,222 with all proceeds being do-
nated to Summerfest in Todd’s name. Submitted photo
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On June 3, the Deep River and Dis-
trict Community Foundation (DRDCF) 
announced seven grants totalling over 
$41,000 that were awarded in its 2026 
Spring Grant Cycle. 

In 2025 alone, DRDCF provided 
$81,583.12 in grants to 19 different 
projects and scholarships! 

The grants for spring 2026 were pre-
sented to: 

1 - The Deep River and Area Horti-
cultural Society (DRAHS) / town of 
Deep River 

2 - Rolph, Buchanan, Wylie and 
McKay Historical Society (School 
House Museum) 

3 - Deep River Public Library and 
THEOP 

4 - Renfrew County District School 
Board 

5 - North Renfrew Family Services 
(NRFS) / Upper Ottawa Valley Seniors 
Friendship Club (UOVSFC) 

6 - Les Maisons des Jeunes du Pon-
tiac 

7 - Town of Deep River 
Grants 5 and 6 are featured in the 

above photos. 
 

CPR/AED TRAINING 
 

The first photo shows the $1,730.83 
cheque presentation to NRFS and the 
UOVSFC in front of the NRFS office. 

In response to the three well attended 
CPR/AED training sessions held last 
year, this project will deliver three 
more sessions in Deep River, Chalk 
River and Head, Clara & Maria. 

It is available to all community mem-
bers; not just NRFS clients or 
UOVSFC members. 

It will prepare all attendees to have 
the skills and confidence to respond in 
emergency situations.  Many places 
where we gather, such as the libraries, 
town halls and community centres have 
modern AED equipment. 
 

ENHANCING YOUTH SERVICES 
 

The second photo shows the $2,935 
cheque presentation to Les Maisons des 

Jeunes du Pontiac at the Centre Com-
munautaire, Rapides-des-Joachims. 

This project to add clothing racks, 
shelving, cupboards, hangers, and a 
deep freezer will improve the organiza-
tion of the community food bank and 
clothing closet at Les Maisons des Je-
unes du Pontiac. 

Many youth face financial hardship, 
food insecurity, and limited access to 
basic items. 

Enhancing these services helps create 
a stable foundation for participation, 
confidence, and well-being while im-
proving storage, reducing food waste, 
and increasing access to nutritious 
food. 

There are four types of funds held by 
the DRDCF: named funds, field of in-
terest funds, designated funds and 
scholarship funds. You can see them all 
described at www.drdcf.ca/funds. 

Over the last two weeks, we talked 
about named, field of interest and des-
ignated funds. 

Scholarships are often disbursed at 
graduation time in June but many can 
be granted at any time. 

The founders of each scholarship 
fund can decide what area of study 
their fund will support (eg, music, 
STEM, health care, etc). 

Recently, the Elizabeth Hulbert Me-
morial Fund Scholarship was awarded 
to Emma Bagshaw who has been ac-
cepted into McGill University’s Early 
Music Performance program. 

Donating to a scholarship fund helps 
to ensure that the hard work of those 
seeking to further their education is 
recognized. 

Emma Bagshaw’s musical talents can 
also be enjoyed by those attending the 
DRDCF Annual General Meeting 
being held at 7 pm this evening, 
Wednesday, June 17 at the Community 
Events Centre, 115 Deep River Rd, 
next to Community Church. 

You can also learn more about the 
DRDCF there and how you can be-
come an important part of our legacy. 

Support your community now and 
for the future at www.drdcf.ca/donate. 

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION  

Spring grants support 
emergency training, 
Swisha youth centre

Left to right: Les Maisons des Jeunes du Pontiac program director, Kelsey 
Daly Mainville, DRDCF directors Brian Cheadle & Chris MacCready, senior 
animator Ainsley Branje and DRDCF grants committee chair Teresa Se-
lander.

Left to right: DRDCF director Chris MacCready, DRDCF chair Italia Cecco, 
NRFS office manager Amanda Sage, NRFS executive director Tracy Russell, 
Ottawa Valley Seniors Friendship Club president Wanda Harvey
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coffee  
break

 sud 
oku   

HOW TO PLAY: 
 
Fill in the grid so that 
every row, every 
column, and every 
3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 
only once. 
 
Each 3x3 box is 
outlined with a 
darker line. You 
already have a few 
numbers to get you 
started. Remember: 
You must not repeat 
the numbers 1 
through 9 in the same 
line, column, or 3x3 
box.

cross 
word 

answers use American spelling

ACROSS 
1. Tiff 
5. Green fruit 
9. Soft drink 
12. Time period 
13. Historic age 
14. Make public 
15. Bit 
16. Affectionately 
18. Punctual 
20. West or Largo 
21. European  
      mountain 
23. Train station 
27. Afternoon movies 
32. Corporate symbol 
33. Rotation center 
34. Wood tool 
35. Building add-ons 
36. Woes 
37. Bridge supports 
39. Ease off: 2 wds. 
41. Aloha gift 
42. BPOE member 
44. High voice 
49. Astaire specialty:  
      2 wds. 
53. Follow 
54. Valuable dirt 
55. Las Vegas sign 
56. Study hard 
57. Came across 
58. Pairs 
59. His-and-____ 
 
 

DOWN 
1. Freighter, e.g. 
2. Moneyless 
3. Car 
4. Streetcar 
5. Puniest 
6. Intense anger 
7. Friar 
8. Completed 
9. Standard 
10. Frying liquid 
11. Jimmy 
17. Sneaker feature 
19. Cooking vessel 
22. Oyster's gem 
24. Survey 
25. Gawk 

26. Throw lightly 
27. Parcel 
28. Spindle 
29. Incline 
30. Put out 
31. Adds sugar 
38. Galahad's title 
40. Plots 
43. Reflex-test joint 
45. Engrave 
46. Reveal 
47. Fibber 
48. Shade trees 
49. Cruise of films 
50. Have being 
51. Dino, to Fred 
52. Bunk

The Pembroke Carefor Community 
Garden, in partnership with Algonquin 
College’s Pembroke campus, the Pem-
broke Horticultural Society, the city of 
Pembroke beautification & climate ac-
tion committee, and TD Friends of the 
Environment Foundation, is pleased to 
present “Cultivating Community: an 
evening of gardening, ideas, and con-
nection” featuring renowned horticul-
turist Paul Zammit. 

The event will take place on Wednes-
day, July 8, from 7 to 9 pm as part of 
the Bramburger Speaker Series. 

The event will bring together garden-
ers, community members, environmen-
tal advocates, and lifelong learners for 
an engaging conversation about the 
role gardens play in fostering healthier, 
more connected communities. 

Paul Zammit is one of Canada’s most 
respected gardening experts, known for 
his practical advice, passion for horti-
culture, and ability to inspire gardeners 

of all experience levels. 
During the presentation, attendees 

will gain valuable gardening insights 
and explore how community growing 
spaces can strengthen relationships, 
support well-being, and foster a greater 
sense of belonging. 

“We are incredibly grateful to the TD 
Friends of the Environment Foundation 
for providing the Pembroke Carefor 
Community Garden with an $11,000 
grant that is helping us expand our 
community impact and enabling us to 
host this special event featuring Paul 
Zammit,” said Brian Abdallah, co-chair 
of the Pembroke Carefor Community 
Garden. 

“Our garden is about much more 
than growing food and flowers. It cre-
ates opportunities for people to con-
nect, learn from one another, and 
contribute to a healthier, more vibrant 
community. 

“We are excited to welcome Paul to 

Pembroke and look forward to an 
evening that will inspire both new and 
experienced gardeners alike.” 

The event reflects the shared com-
mitment of the partner organizations to 
environmental stewardship, community 
engagement, food security, and lifelong 
learning. 

“This TD Friends of the Environment 
grant will greatly assist our grassroots 
Community Garden,” said Ron Ger-
vais, co-chair of the Pembroke Carefor 
Community Garden. 
 

RAISED BEDS 
 

“Our special garden not only encour-
ages individuals to have their own food 
garden bed but also provides a food 
source for our local St. Joseph’s Food 
Bank. 

“These much-needed funds will also 
enable us to install additional raised 
beds and have classes to teach individ-

uals about the joy of gardening.” 
In addition to supporting this speaker 

event, funding from TD Friends of the 
Environment Foundation will help the 
garden continue to grow as a commu-
nity resource that promotes sustainabil-
ity, food security, education, and social 
connection. 

Admission to the event is free, but 
registration is encouraged. 

For more information or to register, 
visit the event page at Algonquin Col-
lege’s Pembroke Campus website:  
algonquincollege.com/pembroke. 

The Pembroke Carefor Community 
Garden is a collaborative community 
initiative that brings people together 
through gardening, education, and en-
vironmental stewardship. 

The garden provides opportunities 
for residents to grow food, share 
knowledge, foster social connections, 
and contribute to a healthier, more vi-
brant community. 

College to host speaker on “cultivating community”
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Book your space now! 
nrt@northrenfrewtimes.ca

 
$2400

 
+hst per insertion 

(a minimum of 8 insertions)

DIRECTORY  
of SERVICES 

 
QUALITY PROFESSIONALS  

for all your home 
 and business needs

WindoWs and doors     
  - Competitively priced        - Free estimates          
  - Professional installation   - Expert advice           

613-735-3197 
407 Mary St., Pembroke  

BrianStanton@bellnet.ca   

STANTON’S
W I N D O W  PA N E S

  4316071BROCHURES available at Valley Artisans

Make your travel arrangements with  
Brian Kendrick’s award winning consultants and 

request a donation to the DRDH Foundation.

 613-635-7000  
www.travelonlyvacations.com

Need  
a Vacation?        
Personal service  
     @ internet prices. 

Owens Electric
35 years experience35 years experience

Working for Retirees and Valley Folk 
Residential / Commercial 

Chalk River, Deep River and Laurentian Hills 
Bruce Owens  
Master Electrician  

 613-639-5002 
BruceOwens196105@gmail.comESA# 70114364 

P E T E R ’ S  

PAINTING 
C O M P A N Y  

FREE Estimates    
PeterTumber@hotmail.com  705-788-5720 

www.peterspaintingco.ca

Residential & Commercial 
  • Interior and Exterior     • Spraying 

All work guaranteed. References on request.

“Serviving 
the 

VaValllley!”

PLUMBER

Glen Strother 

705-687-1169 
waybetterwater@hotmail.com

Computer Problems?

Call/Text 613-635-3345 •  kieran@ecsi-dr.ca

Effective  
Computer Solutions Inc.

Home, Small Business & Senior Assistance  
   Accounting Software 
     Windows 10 & 11 •  Mac OS X  
       Networking • Security • Data Protection 
         Malware & Virus Removal 
           Hardware Sales & Service

Confidentiality Guaranteed 
 Kieran Cowan 

Located in Deep River, serving the 
Upper Ottawa Valley  

VISION CARE

Optometrist 

James C. Saigle, O.D.
3 - 4 Doran Road,  

Petawawa ON  K8H 1P5  

613-687-5566

• Interior and exterior renovations   
• Roofing/decks 
• Hardwood/ceramic flooring   
• Window & door installations 

and more ... 
FREE ESTIMATES 

DURAND CONSTRUCTION

Deep River / Petawawa / Pembroke 
JanDurand02@gmail.com  613-281-3127  

Jan Durand 

firewood    
Hardwood, cut and split, or 16’ log length. 

$350/cord plus taxes, delivery is extra. 
Loader bucket: $130 + taxes.          

                             call or text  

613-281-3478  
                     - dwL enterprises inc -

 
 613-639-4954 

charliejclinton@gmail.com

Custom home building  
& carpentry 

Concrete pads/sidewalks/walls/footings 
Insulated Concrete form (ICF) 
Drywall installation & taping 

Interior/exterior upgrades • Wet basement repair  

Interior/Exterior • Residential/Commercial 
 613-633-2190 

Mallory Gasmann, Owner

MG  
PAINTING 
SERVICE
Competitive Rates. 
Quality Results.
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To put a free notice in Match-Up, phone the NRT office at 613-
584-4161, or email <NRT@northrenfrewtimes.ca>. 
 
CANOE: A canoe was stranded and upside down across the 
river for three to four weeks. A local family checked it June 9 
and found one seat damaged but that otherwise the canoe floated 
nicely. It has been towed back to Deep River. If you think it may 
be yours, please call 613-584-4629 for more information. 
 
DRIVERS: North Renfrew Family Services is looking for vol-
unteer drivers to help clients get to medical appointments. This 
is a vital service that helps community members access the 
healthcare they need. Gas/mileage is reimbursed. Interested in 
helping? Call North Renfrew Family Services at 613-584-3358 
for more information or to sign up today. 
 
TREADMILL: A local family has a treadmill looking for a new 
home. It’s a Pro-Form Sport, no longer used as the owners are 
aging. “You pick up.” If interested, please call 613-585-0806. 
 
BIKE HELMET: A small black Raleigh adult bike helmet was 
found last week in a hedge at the corner of Thomas and Tama-
rack Streets in Deep River. Not sure why it wasn’t on someone’s 
head, but it has now been turned in to the North Renfrew Times 
and can be claimed at the NRT office, 8 Glendale Ave, or by 
calling 613-584-4161.

MATCH UP

The Deep River Legion celebrated the grand opening of their new outdoor patio and 
games community space with live music and a barbecue dinner Saturday. Mayor Sue 
D’Eon was on hand with Legion president Lee-Ann McCarthy and project coordina-
tor Donna Watt to help mark the occasion. D’Eon thanked the Legion volunteers for 
their commitment to maintaining the Legion as a “keystone in our community.” Con-
struction of the patio and games space was possible thanks to a generous capital 
grant of $88,700 from the Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF).

SUMMER BRIDGE 
KICKS OFF 

 
The serious winter bridge sessions, both 

duplicate and social, have ended, but now 
comes summer fun. 

Summer social bridge runs every Wednes-
day until the end of August at the Deep 
River Lawn Bowling clubhouse from 1-4 
pm. 

If you are already an experienced player, 
or if you’ve ever wanted to try your hand at 
a hand or two, come on out. 

It’s challenging, it’s sometimes frustrat-
ing, it has great variety, it takes thought, but 
once you’ve learned the basics it’s a lot of 
fun. 

Beginners welcome. Bring a partner, or if 
you don’t have one, phone 613-281-0671 
and we’ll try to provide one. 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

• At a party, a woman admon-
ished her husband, saying, 
“That’s the fourth time you’ve 
gone back for ice cream and 
cake. Doesn’t it embarrass you?” He shrugged and answered, “Why 
should it? I keep telling them it’s for you.” 

• Coffee and Conversation Thursday, June 18 at the Hexagon 
(DRSSC), and continuing there until the fall. 

• AGM and BBQ at the Deep River Legion last Thursday was well at-
tended and enjoyed by all. Thanks to the helpers who prepared and 
cleaned up, especially Gordon and Rolando on the barbecue. 

Congratulations to Doreen Clements who is now officially treasurer 
for the next term after her appointment earlier when the position became 
vacant, and to Sylvie Poulin who was elected vice president. 

Janna Hotson, CEO of DRDH, gave a lively and interesting talk on the 
developments at our health campus including the new long term care 
building under construction and planned changes in other areas of care. 

She also fielded a large number of questions. 
• Saturday, June 27, 8-10 am Free Community Breakfast at the CEC. 
All ages are welcome to this event sponsored jointly by the Upper Ot-

tawa Valley Seniors Friendship Club and the Deep River Community 
Kitchen. Come out and socialize while enjoying eggs, sausages, baked 
beans, pancakes & real maple syrup, fresh fruit, tea, coffee and juice. 
Donations accepted. 

Planning ahead, there will be repeats of this free community breakfast 
on July 25, August 22, September 26, October 31 and November 28 in 
2026. 

• The Upper Ottawa Valley Seniors Friendship Club is open to all 
adults living in the area from Chalk River to Deux Rivieres. Website se-
niorsfriendshipclub.ca, Facebook www.facebook.com/sfc.uov. 

Seniors
Friendship
Club
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The Valley Artisans’ Gallery is honoured to 
be the premier gallery of choice for the Ot-
tawa Valley chapter of the Canadian Parks 
and Wilderness Society (CPAWS-OV). 

The annual fundraising art show supports 
CPAWS-OV efforts at trail building and con-
servation actions. 

This year the fundraising art show runs 
from June 1 to June 30 at the Valley Artisans’ 
Gallery in Deep River. 

All the artwork has been donated to 
CPAWS-OV from the artists who participated 
in the art retreat. 

In 2017, renowned artist, Aleta Karstad, 
had approached John McDonnell of CPAWS-
OV with the concept of bringing 15 artists 
into the wilds for a week of camping, hiking, 
canoeing and creating artwork, which is then 
donated to CPAWS. 

Aleta calls the annual retreat “a dream 
come true,” and a chance to communicate to 
the world the inspiration the artists feel in 
wild places. 

Since then, the art retreat has become an 
annual event where artists from all over On-
tario and Quebec apply to participate. 

They camp in tents along the river, and can 

hike, paddle, help restore trails, and create 
artwork in the inspiring peace and beauty of 
one of Quebec’s last undammed rivers. 

Their artwork and related events have 
raised more than $36,000 in support of 
wilderness conservation and education in the 
Ottawa Valley region of Ontario and Quebec. 

Their efforts worked, and CPAWS-OV was 
successful in having 126 km of the Dumoine 
River and some of its watershed declared an 
Aquatic Reserve area. 

The next goal is to “Close the Gap” be-
tween Algonquin Park and the Dumoine 
River Aquatic Reserve. 

Protecting this 18 km area in wilderness 
would strengthen the “Algonquin to Adiron-
dacks Initiative” by extending a continentally 
significant migratory corridor running from 
New York state, through eastern Ontario, into 
the boreal forest of Quebec. 

CPAWS-OV is working to ensure the area 
remains as it is today - wild and free – so that 
you may continue to hunt, fish, camp, off 
road and snowmobile in the area while giving 
species the space they need to maintain 
healthy populations. For more information 
visit their website cpaws-ov-co.org. 

Valley Artisans Co-op hosts CPAWS art show
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Billy Denault, MPP 
for Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke 

613-735-6627 

Father’s Day is a time to recognize the dads, grandfathers, stepdads, 
mentors, and father figures who help shape our families and communities 
every day. 
   From coaching at the rink and ball diamond, to sitting 

proudly at dance recitals, concerts, and school events, to 
lending a hand whenever it’s needed, fathers across the 
county play an important role in the lives of those around 

t them. 
 Here’s to the dads who show up, cheer the loudest, work 

hard for their families, and are always there when it 
matters most. 

  Wishing all dads and families across our 
community a very happy Father’s Day filled 
with appreciation, laughter, and time spent 
together. 

Celebrate  
Father’s Day!
THIS SUNDAY, JUNE 21

 613-735-3197 
407 Mary St., Pembroke •  BrianStanton@bellnet.ca

SAVE NOW on  
YOUR NEW WINDOWS!

 NEW WINDOWS. LOWER BILLS.

PRODUCTS BUILT TO LAST 
We are proud distributors of the 
highest-quality, brand name windows 
and doors Dimensions and Gentek 
brand products have to offer.

Competitively priced 
Free estimate 
Expert advice 
Professional installation 

Deep River & Area 
Men’s Shed launched 

 
The local Men’s Shed has officially launched! 
After several weeks of planning and site visits, the group has settled 

on their meeting place - the Mount Martin Ski Club workshop. 
The group will be taking on small projects to help the ski club prep for 

next season, starting with the construction of a small landing deck. 
New “Shedders” are always welcome. If you’re a looking to meet new 

people, tinker on projects, learn a new skill, or just get out of the house 
for a while, please join us! 

To get in touch, or for more information, email 
DRAMensShed@gmail.com. 

What is a Men’s Shed? Originating in Australia, the Men’s Sheds 
movement emerged when it was recognized that retired men, feeling so-
cially isolated and lacking connection and purpose, improved their well-
being when they gathered to work on projects together. 

Since conception, it has grown to over 3,300 Men’s Sheds in more 
than 15 countries. 

Each Shed is unique to their community, but they all share the same 
aim of improving men’s health and well-being by providing a space for 
social interaction, skill-sharing, and community engagement. 

You can learn more about the initiative at MensShedsCanada.ca. 
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Energy Affordability Program

 Is the heat pump 
really free?

Yes! 
We cover 
100% of the 
costs including 
installation.

Subject to additional terms and conditions found at saveonenergy.ca. 
™ SAVE ON ENERGY is a trademark of the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO). IESO-26-1725 06/2026

1-844-770-3148 | saveonenergy.ca/eap

See if you qualify for a FREE heat pump
Limited-time offer for oil-heated homes



Friends of the Dumoine River is proud to announce 
that its project, “Where the River Speaks: The 5,000-
Year Story of Akonakwasi Sakik,” has been selected 
for funding through Digital Museums Canada’s 
“community stories” program. 

The project was chosen from more than 170 pro-
posals submitted nationally through the 2025 compe-
tition - one of only a handful selected across Canada. 

Administered by the Canadian Museum of History, 
Digital Museums Canada supports the creation of in-
novative online heritage experiences that bring com-
munities closer to their histories. 

“Where the River Speaks” will explore the extraor-
dinary history of Akonakwasi Sakik — the historic 
mouth of the Dumoine River where it meets the Ot-
tawa River (Kitchissippi), on the traditional territory 
of Wolf Lake First Nation. 

Drawing on oral histories, archival documents, 
photographs, maps, artworks, archaeological re-
search, and underwater documentation, the project 
will trace more than 5,000 years of human presence 
at this remarkable crossroads. 

Over the centuries, Akonakwasi Sakik was an An-
ishinaabe travel route and gathering place, a waypoint 
for explorers and fur traders, a logging and farming 
settlement, a ferry landing, a fire ranger station, and 
ultimately a landscape transformed by hydroelectric 
development. 

Today, much of the original site lies beneath the 
waters of the Rapides des Joachims reservoir. 

The digital exhibition will draw together materials 
from regional archives, museums, family collections, 
and community contributors to create an accessible, 
bilingual online experience for visitors across Canada 
and beyond. 

It builds directly on years of grassroots heritage 
work by Friends of the Dumoine River volunteers 
who have reopened historic trails, documented her-
itage sites, established the Grand Chute Museum, and 
uncovered a remarkable collection of artifacts and 
stories. 

The project will be developed with contributions 
from Wolf Lake First Nation members and their fami-
lies, whose relationships with the Dumoine watershed 
reach back to time immemorial, alongside a network 

of regional contributors and partners, including 
archives, museums, libraries, researchers, artists, and 
community volunteers. 
 

SEEKING PARTNERS 
 

Research, interviews, digitization, photography, 
mapping, and community consultations will begin 
this summer and continue through 2027 and 2028. 

Digital Museums Canada funding represents ap-
proximately one-third of the overall project value, 
with another third contributed through the volunteer 
time, expertise, and resources of Friends of the Du-

moine River. 
The organization is now seeking community part-

ners, businesses, and supporters to help provide the 
remaining third - whether through financial contribu-
tions, in-kind services, or professional expertise. 

Friends of the Dumoine River also welcomes any-
one who holds photographs, maps, documents, arti-
facts, or stories connected to the mouth of the 
Dumoine River to get in touch and share what they 
know. 

Updates will be shared through the Friends of the 
Dumoine River website (friends ofdumoine.ca) and 
social media channels as the project takes shape. 
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Friends of Dumoine get funding for heritage project

Health unit warns 
of tick risk 

 
With warmer weather, tick activity increases, and 

the Renfrew County and District Health Unit is warn-
ing people who spend time outdoors to take steps to 
avoid tick bites. 

Many parts of Renfrew County and District (RCD) 
are suitable habitat for blacklegged ticks, also called 
deer ticks. These ticks can spread Lyme disease and 
other tick-borne illnesses to people. 

Lyme disease is the most common tick-borne dis-

ease. In 2025, RCD recorded 79 cases of Lyme dis-
ease, the highest annual count on record. 

The local rate has been above the provincial aver-
age every year since 2020, and more than three times 
the provincial average for the past two years. 

The health unit continues to monitor ticks to help 
identify areas where infected blacklegged ticks are 
more likely to be found. 

The area where these ticks are established has been 
expanding each year, spreading northwest along the 
Ottawa River. 

Current risk areas include communities along the 
Ottawa River from Arnprior to Chalk River, as well 
as Calabogie and Eganville. 

An infected blacklegged tick usually needs to be at-

tached for at least 24 hours before it can transmit 
Lyme disease, so removing a tick promptly reduces 
your risk. 

Signs and symptoms can appear between three and 
30 days after a bite from an infected tick and can be 
different from person to person. 

Common symptoms include: an expanding rash, 
usually at the site of the bite, that may or may not 
form a bull’s-eye pattern; chills, fever, headache; joint 
and muscle pain; fatigue. 

If you develop these symptoms, see your healthcare 
provider promptly and let them know you may have 
been exposed to ticks. Lyme disease can be treated 
effectively, especially when caught early. 

For more information, visit rcdhu.com. 
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CLASSIFIED
PHONE: 613-584-4161 

EMAIL: NRT@NORTHRENREWTIMES.CA 
 

CLASSIFIED AD RATES: 
30 CENTS/WORD (MIN. CHARGE $9.00) 

BOX REPLIES: $5   BOLD & CAPS: $1/LINE 
ALL CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE PRE-PAID 

CASH, CHEQUE, MASTERCARD, VISA, INTERAC ACCEPTED 
AD RATES DO NOT INCLUDE HST 
DEADLINE: 3:00 PM MONDAY

The NRT advises all 
readers that any adver-
tisement requesting you 
to send money for any 
reason is most likely not 
properly representing 
their promises of serv-
ices or products. Please 
be aware that this is not 
the way most businesses 
operate and caution 
should be used. 

LandfiLL Site 
HourS 

Baggs Road: Open 
Tuesday 9am to 6pm, 
Wednesday to Saturday, 
9am to 4pm, all waste 
except Construction & 
Demolition (C&D). 

Millers Road: Tues-Sat 
9am-12noon, C&D 
waste only. Info 613-401-
0434 www.northrenfrew-
landfill.com 

notice 
PHOTO REPRINTS! 
Colour prints are avail-
able of most photos ap-
pearing in the NRT. Drop 

by the NRT office, 8 
Glendale Ave. or call 
613-584-4161. 

Al-Anon is a support 
group for friends and rel-
atives of those affected 
by alcohol addition. The 
program is rooted in the 
principle of anonymity. 
The Point Hope and 
Strength Group meets 
every Monday from 7-
8pm. at the CE Centre 
behind the Deep River 
Community Church. 

ceLebration of 
Life 

DAGG, Donella 

A celebration of life will 
be held at St. Andrew’s 
United Church, Chalk 
River on Saturday, June 
20 at 10:30 am. 

Followed by interment at 
Forest View Cemetery, 
Chalk River. Friends are 
invited to a light lunch at 
the Chalk River Lions 
Hall following the inter-
ment. 

www.edwardjones.ca

You can control your  
decisions, but not the market.

John Branecki, CFP®, CIM®, FCSI® 
Financial Advisor 
 
640 Pembroke St.E. 
Pembroke, ON  K8A 3M1 
613-732-1925 

The publisher shall not be liable for slight 
changes or typo-graphical errors that do 
not lessen the value of an advertisement. 
The publisher’s liability for other errors or 

omissions in connection with any advertise-
ment is strictly limited to publication of the 

advertisement in any subsequent issue 
or the refund of any monies paid. 

Opinions expressed in opinion columns, edi-
torials and reprinted articles are not neces-
sarily the opinions and philosophies of the 

Digest Media Inc. or its directors.

16 Heritage Dr 
Bright, renovated kit w/stainless 

steel appliances, open living 
spaces, private, deck, fully fenced 
backyard and above-ground pool. 

$654,900    MLS® X12830064

32848 Hwy 17 
3-bedroom, 2-bath (incl ensuite), 

eat-in kitchen, wood stove, partially 
finished bsmt, lg shed, backing onto 

forest with no rear neighbours. 
$314,500   MLS® X12943134

WATERFRONT  
274 McAnulty Rd $129,900  

MLS®X12685996 
Set up your trailer for the  

summer and enjoy beautiful  
views & outdoor adventure! 

51 Myrlin Way 
198 feet of pristine riverfront, 
offering breath-taking views.  

This lovely 2-bedroom, 1-bath 
bungalow blends comfort with the 

tranquility of nature. 
$699,900   MLS®X12908708

  VACANT LOT 
FOR SALE

10 Ryans Camp Ln 
Beautiful waterfront retreat 
complete with 3-bed, 3-bath 

main home and features a walk 
out 2-bed, 1-bath. 

$779,900    MLS® X12990382

22 Cabot Place 
4-bedroom family home, situated 
on a quiet cul-de-sac. Mudroom, 
sunroom, eat-in kitchen, hard-
wood floors, fin bsmt w/gas fp.  
$419,900   MLS® X12976266

 12 Claremount Rd 
3-bed, updated bath, eat-in 

kitchen5 appliances, hardwood 
floors, gas fireplace, fenced yard, 

shed, gas heat/ca. 
$339,900  MLS® X13134938

35707 Hwy 17 
Rare opportunity to own the 

former "Paul's Garage". 650 amp 
electrical, compressor system, 14’ 
ceilings and 10' x 12' bay doors. 
With bachelor style apartment.  
$499,900   MLS®X13042532

SOLD

NEW PRICE NEW PRICE

23 Summit St 
2-bed, 1-bath beautifully updated 
home in the heart of Deep River.  

 
$259,900   MLS® X13231496

SOLD

BUYING OR 
SELLING? 
           LET’S MAKE IT        

HAPPEN!

Free Estimates • Fully Insured 
       Tree Removal Chipping  

      Stump Grinding Hedge Trimming 
      Brushing Lot Clearing 
      Emergency Storm Clean-up 
 

Jason Stewart 
Owner & Operator 

613-584-9900 

JasonWStewart9999@gmail.com 
Stewart’s Tree Service

TREE SERVICE

ST

EWART’S
In Memoriam 

- 10th ANNIVERSARY - 

G. Dennis Hyde 
(Ret’d MWO) 

January 31, 1947 - June 15, 2016

.       ,

Forever Loved 
Forever Remembered 

 Angela, Heather and Family 

LEST WE FORGET.       ,

The office is closed on  
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

O F F I C E  H O U R S 
 Monday: 10am - 4pm 

Thursday: 10am - 4pm 
Friday: 10am - 1pm

SPECIAL
RATES

for 
personal

announcements

NORTH

RENFREW

TIMES
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Answer the call.
Volunteer with Ontario Corps.

Sign up at ontario.ca/OntarioCorps
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

OUTDOORS 

Back on screen 
 

BY WAYNE THOMPSON 
 

I was preparing a follow-up article on the situation 
involving TV producers and the star performer, John 
Reardon, of the now famed police dog show, “Hud-
son and Rex,” when some good news came to light, 
announcing that Reardon was being brought back on 
track. 

This came about following considerable backlash 
from viewer fans after Reardon (who had been play-
ing the role of Detective Charlie in partnership with 
Canine Rex and girlfriend Sarah) throughout seven 
seasons of production). 

It was part way through this episode series that 
Reardon was diagnosed with a form of cancer affect-
ing his tonsils, which required taking time off for 

eventual successful treatment. 
The show was then revised to have Charlie take 

leave of absence which enabled him to travel Mexico 
and parts of South America, both to get away from 
stress of police work, and to try and locate his brother 
whom he had not seen for some time. 

The big surprise came when Reardon returned with 
a clean bill of health and ready to resume his star 
role, when the producers informed him that he was 
now scrubbed from any part in the new season, citing 
that Shaftsbury’s top brass could not seem to find a 
workable pathway for Reardon’s return to the show. 

Following resultant backlash on the part of viewers 
and many acting professionals, Shaftsbury then an-
nounced that Reardon could perhaps return in a 
somewhat of a secondary role. 

This did not please viewers or acting teams from 
other productions, after which producers decided to 
renew his contract. 

Now that he is fully back in a starring role, Rear-
don thanks his fans and others who got behind him 

and successfully pushed production management to 
bring Reardon back on track. 

Producers warn those eager to pursue an acting ca-
reer that it is likened to getting into professional sport 
- your entry is on contract in most cases, unlike that 
of the civil service. 

Hudson and Rex production has focused on many 
parts of the country featuring typical Canadian out-
door scenes, most within Newfoundland, however 
there have been productions done in parts of north-
east Ontario, in which the fall colouring and quiet 
rural landscapes stand out. 

Many a fan question where a particular production 
was filmed, with the idea of if ever travelling there, 
stopping to explore and stand on the site of a particu-
lar episode. 

With Season 8 production and filming due to get 
underway within the next few weeks, we look for-
ward to Reardon’s return, and thank those who 
launched petitions to convince producers to bring him 
back. 
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SUDOKU SOLUTION CROSSWORD 

Photo: Terry Myers

Logan Buske was one of the many happy “customers” who turned 
out Sunday for a special pre-Father’s Day event hosted by Deep 
River Canadian Tire and the local Horticultural Society. Partici-
pants were invited to make a planter or paint bird houses or feed-
ers for Dad. All proceeds from the event will go to Canadian Tire’s 
Jumpstart program to support local kids getting active in sports 
and recreation.

PATIO OPENING 
 

• For all the folks who 
did not go to the patio 
opening Saturday, it was 
great with a capital G. 

It all started with Megan playing the vio-
lin - she got a little sweaty in the heat but 
played tremendously for us. Then “the band 
with no name” came on and played till 
about 10 pm. 

There was terrific food and there were 
people playing cornhole - some even hit the 
boards (lol). 

• Speaking of the patio we are hoping that 
some clubs/ sports teams etc, would like to 
book it for fundraising - we will provide the 
BBQ, you provide the food and raise money 
for your organization. Contact the legion for 
booking information or Donna. 

• We have a new 
order form going for 
cheese from Maple Dale 
- it is behind the bar. 
The sooner it gets filled 
up, the sooner we can 

order it in. 
• Coming events: June 25 Karaoke, June 

27 DRDH “Run for Home.” 
July 1 there will be a beer tent on the 

campus area, next to the food tent. July 9, 
BBQ put on by Pierre to celebrate Inuit 
Day, July 11, Boozefighters poker run starts 
and ends at the Deep River Legion. 

• We are in the planning stages of a pro-
gressive snooker tournament in September. 
Stay tuned for more information. 

• Cornhole has been canceled for the sum-
mer - we will be back in September. Fun 
darts, Euchre and Open Mic are ongoing. 

STRAWBERRY TEA 
 

Save the date: the 
School House Mu-
seum’s Strawberry Tea 
is back! 

The School House Museum is pleased to 
welcome visitors back to one of its most 
popular summer traditions, the annual 
Strawberry Tea on Sunday, June 28, from 
12 to 3 pm. 

Located at 35753 Highway 17, Laurentian 
Hills, approximately 10 km west of Deep 
River, the event offers residents and visitors 
the opportunity to enjoy delicious straw-
berry shortcake, tea, music, and fellowship 
in a historic setting. 

John MacDonald and Bob Christie will 
provide live music, adding to the relaxed 
and welcoming atmosphere. 

The Strawberry 
Tea is a long-standing 
community favourite 
and serves as a 
fundraiser for the Rolph, 
Buchanan, Wylie and 

McKay Historical Society, which operates 
the School House Museum. 
    Proceeds from the event help support the 
preservation and interpretation of local his-
tory and heritage throughout the Upper Ot-
tawa Valley. 

Organizers invite families, friends, history 
enthusiasts, and visitors to spend a lively 
summer afternoon enjoying homemade 
treats in the unique charm of one of the 
area’s treasured heritage sites. We look for-
ward to seeing you on June 28! 

For more information, contact the School 
House Museum or visit its social pages. 

The Deep River Police Service has 
teamed up with Tim Hortons, Godfather’s 
Pizza and the Deep River Police Associa-
tion to initiate a “positive ticketing” pro-
gram. 

While on patrol, officers will be armed 
with $5 gift cards donated by Tim Hortons, 
coupons for a slice of pizza donated by 
Godfather’s Pizza, and additional gift cards 
donated by the DR Police Association. 

The positive ticketing program is a com-
munity-based initiative where local police 
reward youth, citizens and drivers for good 
deeds or safe behaviour, such as wearing a 
bike helmet, not riding on the sidewalk, 
picking up litter, coming to a complete stop 

at stop signs, etc. 
The program provides police officers with 

valuable opportunities to engage with mem-
bers of the community in a positive and 
meaningful way. 

Ira Bergeron, 10, was the first recipient of 
a gift card from Tim Hortons. Ira was ob-
served riding his bike in the proper lane and 
coming to a complete stop at a stop sign, all 
while wearing his helmet. 

Acting Chief Andrew Gagné presented 
the card. Also present were Constable Joey 
Wood from the Deep River Police Associa-
tion and Christa Beauchesne from Tim Hor-
tons. (Missing was Chantale Lussier 
representing Godfather’s Pizza.) 

Police to give “positive” tickets
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A SAFER 
 ONTARIO 
 MEANS

Learn how we’re protecting the province 
 at ontario.ca/SaferOntario
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

PARKS 
 WITHOUT 
ENCAMPMENTS
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To make your home the best it can be!

Shop 
theBlock

 613-735-0370      TheBlindExperts.ca

Fine Bed Linens, Duvets & Pillows

613-629-5464  
FurnitureKingPembroke.ca 

Hunter Douglas   Alta   Altex   Eclipse    |

       For Sales 

check                                   Facebook

You’ll be treated right. 
Come on in and see how good it feels. 

10 & 12 Matthews Ave, Pembroke, ON

Great  
Service, 

Friendly  
Smiles!

3500 sq ft of sleep on one level!

613-629-5465           MattressWorldPembroke.ca

$100  
Cash giveaway! 

 Stop in at any of these 3 stores and  
fill out a ballet for a chance to win! 

 
Weekly cash draws for $100  

until Aug 28, 2026 then all the ballots 
are placed in a draw for a  

FREE RECLINER! 
(No purchase necessary) 


